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£1.6m Donation from the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons
for new Tamar Class RNLI Lifeboat

A dream has been realised for the RNLI crew at A
recently, when the station's modern new Tamar g
lifeboat arrived at its new home and was dedicate
The Grand Master HRH Prince Michael of Kent.
RNLI's most technologically advanced lifeboat w
reach casualties faster and help the volunteer ¢
save even more lives at sea. It is now officialgcped
in service, the crew having completed an intengy
training programme. 3

The arrival of the Tamar is the culmination of #
years of fundraising, which RNLI supporters bega

A £1.6M donation from the Grand Lodge of Mark
Master Masons, the largest individual donation

ever made by the Mark Benevolent Fund, <, N n—— '
completed the task to foot the bill of the £2.7M The Grand Master HRH Prince Michael of Kent

lifeboat. The significant donation has given Granc at the controls of The Mark Mason (Photo: Martin Cavaney)
Lodge the right to name the lifeboat, which was
duly called ‘Mark Mason’, during the dedication ceremony in June.

Angle is the second RNLI lifeboat station in Waledake delivery of a Tamar class lifeboat, thstfiveing Tenby, which welcomé
Haydn Miller into service in 2005. The Angle RNtidew collected their new lifeboat from the RNLisadquarters in Poole al
following a passage through Weymouth, PlymouthVi8ty's and Padstow, they arrived in Angle recently.

The Tamar class is the latest design of RNLI albther lifeboat and features cutting edge technologgnhance its lifesavin
capabilities. The new lifeboat replaces the st&idiyne class all-weather lifeboat, which was binil1986. Compared to the Tyn
the Tamar is bigger - 16 metres as opposed toatdl faster, with a spe¢
of 25, rather than 17 knots.

‘This is a very exciting day for the volunteer RNirew at Angle and
momentous occasion for the station. We are extnempedud to be th
2 second of the RNLI's 31 lifeboat stations in Watesake delivery of thi

y fantastic boat and seeing her arrive in the digtam@s quite a moment f
everyone. As a charity, the RNLI is eternally ghaltéo everyone who ha
given so generously to make this dream a reality.’

Extensive modifications have been carried out ® ltbathouse and t
slipway to allow a new larger lifeboat to operakée re-profiled slipwa
~ was put to the test in December when a relief Tawas put through it
paces to ensure everything was operating corrdatlgnticipation of the
arrival of the new boat.

The Mark Mason at sea (Photo: Martin Cavaney)

Mr Allen-Mirehouse adds: ‘Last year, the Angle w#ather RNLI lifeboat launched 25 times and rescR&doeople. A larg
proportion of call-outs for the volunteer RNLI cratvAngle are to vessels in trouble a long way ftbenshore. Angle's crew spe
72 hours at sea during 2008 and many shouts wagettawing operations. The Tamar class lifeboatasanly faster which wil
ensure the lifeboat is able to reach casualtieskquj but it is more comfortable and safer.'

The Tamar has more safety features built in togmtothe crew, including a new seat design that redluce loadings on cre
members' spines in rough weather. A new on boampater known as SIMS (Systems and Information Mansnt System
further improves safety because a lot of the lisgtlsofunctions can now be managed remotely. Thisnsi¢he crew do not have
move around the boat while underway, reducing isle of accidents. Using SIMS also allows bettek talsaring between cre
members, as the various functions required to ¢@dne lifeboat can be accessed via screens aifahg six crew positions.

John Allen-Mirehouse, RNLI Lifeboat Operations Mgaaat Angle says:
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Provincial Meeting Goes From Strength To Strength

This year’s Annual Meeting of the Provincial Gradmtge, held at Ellesmere Port, was again a greatess. On this occasion, the
Meeting was honoured by the presence of the Asgi&eand Master, RWBro Benjamin Addy. The followiisga summary of the
two main speeches at the meeting.

Précis of the Provincial Grand Master’'s Speech onxst March 2009:

The PGM stated that Membership remained a priaitgy he was proud that, for 8 years, membershipréathined quits
constant. Recruitment into the Mark and RAM congidiiat a level commensurate with progress and hermged in excess
one new member per Lodge. However, resignationsicpkarly in the Mark Degree, had increased, r@sglin a net loss. Th
role of the Lodge Almoner in these circumstances waicial - his priority must be to maintain contagth those whos
attendance at Lodge is infrequent and whose conenitmay be wavering.
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Due acknowledgement was accorded to WBro Alan Swiith for 20 years has worked tirelessly for CPMBHE ather charities.
The PGM mentioned four Lodges, Tarporley, Stamféghton District Tl, and Eaton which received commegative Overseers
Mauls in recognition of contributions of £6,000.
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Of the Provincial Team visits, perhaps the highligh the year was the Centenary of Stayley Mark deodN0.597. Othe
highlights included the Golden Jubilees of VW Bwiliam Noel Ashton , Gwilym Roberts , Bill Hopwoaghd WBro Sydne
Alfred Jones, however, even these were eclipsechwtiBro Jim Todd celebrated his Diamond Jubilee \5¢®V Bros Gwilym
Roberts and Bill Hopwood have since been callddi¢gher Service.
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The separate RAM Assembly on March 2nd had beera guccess and as less than 50% of Mark Masoresinéhe RAM
degree, those not in RAM were encouraged to join.

2009 appointees to Provincial Grand Rank were naad®re of their responsibilities and the outgoingntethanked for the|r
industry. Thanks were also accorded to the Clayelsstretariat and all within and outwith the order.

Précis of the Assistant Grand Master’s speech:

o
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After thanking the PGM for his kind invitation, tifessistant Grand Master recalled that seven yagosas PGM he “predicte
the approach of a new dawn, with a splendid swmpliand awaiting the brethren of this Province, ural@eew Provincial Gran
Master and with fresh and younger minds willingaoe, with confidence, the future.” He had not bdsappointed and stat
“being back with you is, for me, one of the mostving and thrilling moments in my Masonic Life.”
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As Assistant Grand Master he stated that “the Roeviof Cheshire stands today without rival, higtdgpected throughout th
constitution. Its commitment and support to Grandde is legendary and, under the leadership of Roavincial Grand Mastef
its opinions are not only highly respected butagtvely sought. Do not, therefore, be led awayhy fair-seeming appearand
of fortune but rather put your trust in those desbgw-moving tides that have borne you thus fagady and will surely bear yq
forward still.”
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He then presented the PGM with a Provincial Keystbewel, delivering a homely anecdote of the onledae‘borrowed” from a
neighbouring Province.

[®X

In thanking the PGM for his very kind thoughts mviting him to the Provincial meeting, and also binethren for their very kin
reception, he concluded by stating:

“Finally, brethren, may this Province long continiweprosper and may you all never fail in your zealour order. Let every
Mark Mason within the Province act now in accordanith what he thinks is his duty, in harmony whik heart and consciente
and with his brethren of every rank and title. Magd bless you brethren and may God bless this Reevi

Important Diary Date: Please Note

Next year’s Annual Meeting of the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Cheshire
will be held on
Saturday 13th February 2010
at Ellesmere Port




RAM Provincial Meeting - A First for the RAM !

On the second of March 2009 the first ever ChedRogal Ark Mariner Assembly was held at Cheshirew,i with the PGM, hi
Deputy and Assistant, the Provincial Grand DireatbCeremonies and many of the Provincial teamti@naance, together with
some 130 plus RAM brethren, including those recgj\Rrovincial Grand Rank.
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In his address the PGM stated that the idea ofabs®mbly had been in mind for a while as he censitithat the RAM wa
unfairly cast as the poor relation to the Mark @eginstead of the beautiful and important degrageiths, which is much loved Qy
those who are members of it.

n

The PGM then went on to say that the strength isf Bmovince is the collective strength of its mensband that the membars
enthusiasm is the catalyst for the success of tiogifte and the durability and nature of its Lodgedde continued with an
assessment of the membership trends, pointing leutinhportance of support to both new and “waveringgmbers. He algo
commented that sharing the ceremonial work may kethe most elegant way in overcoming the difficoff finding time to lear
our rituals that some brethren experience thess. dble added that it behoves us all to embracees$monsibilities implicit in our
acceptance of any office and that the dignity ofaaremonial is part of those responsibilities.

The PGM then went on to thank those RAM Lodges wat® now the proud owners of three mauls for theegesity of thei
contributions to the CPMBF and observed that he esh delighted to present the Sincerity Lodge AMRS with their 150th
Anniversary Keystone Jewel, the first to a RAM Ledg the Province. Following this he paid tributetie Secretariat at Clay Lane
and the Provincial team for their invaluable, aackly recognised contributions to our work.

The PGM then invested those selected for promdtidProvincial Grand Rank.

An excellent and relaxing Festive Board was enjoygdome 129 of those attending and the proceedidgsirned until 6.00pim
on the 14th January 2010 when the next RAM Assemillftake place once again at Cheshire View, Glaisn.

The Mark Gala Weekend in Harrogate

For the second year running, the Cairn Hotel ardRlovincial Grand Mastd
RWBro. Bryan Ogden, welcomed members of the ChesWiark Province to th
wonders of Harrogate and its surrounds. The weatherarly April is
unpredictable at best, however, the memories ¢fylears late snow were so
melted by what turned out to be a glorious weekémdextra ten rooms allocats
to us by the hotel were soon filled and 120 brethmives, partners, family a
friends assembled for an informal dinner on theld&yievening. Of course so
had arrived early and added an extra day to thedsdd, but most arrived la
afternoon and settled in to chat informally in thpacious and comfortalj
waiting areas close to the restaurants. As woulexpected, the famed Yorkshi |
hospitality did not fail and good food coupled witre best company led to
enjoyable first evening.

. . i | TN
Saturday morning brought a hearty English breakfalowed by a day o e
choice. Many explored one or more of the historimaildings and sites in the Archie and Dot Peat
area including the beautiful Fountains Abbey, wihilthers enjoyed the quiet gardens and countrysitieh are so appealing [at
springtime in Yorkshire. WBro. Ken Davies led agpan a leisurely five mile walk finishing up irl@cal hostelry for lunch.

Saturday evening brought the eagerly anticipated fiourse gala dinner
which did not disappoint. Beautiful flowers agairramged by Mrs. Maira
Sellers adorned the tables alongside colour memwgded by WBro. Doug
Watts. The Provincial Grand Master, speaking after dinner, said how
pleased he was to see so many attending and thahked for their much
valued support. He also thanked the organisershef évent. The raffle
attracted a huge number of prizes and the DC feretrening, WBro. Briah
Mayoh, ensured not too much time was taken inidiging them all!

The Assistant Provincial Grand Master, WBro. DaSgllers, on behalf of the
Organising Committee, presented a cheque for jest £600 to the Provincial
| Grand Master, in favour of the CPMBF, this being tiroceeds of the raffle.
The Provincial Grand Master rose and thanked al¢hpresent who had so
generously given by donating prizes and purchatsikgts.

Michael and Cedra Nolan

The evening concluded with music and dancing. Symdarning allowed most to catch up with a littletrexsleep followed by
late full English breakfast, before making theirroway home.
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The Provincial Grand Master once again invitedvitk Masons, wives, family and friends to next yeavent, at the Cairn Hote
Harrogate, over the weekend of May 7th — 9th 2@biking forms will be available via Mark and RAM tige Secretaries or from
any member of the Organising Committee in the antum




Meet the New Provincial Wardens

At the Annual Meeting of Mark Provincial Grand Ladgn
21st March, WBros Geoffrey Alexander of the St.aljl
Lodge of MMM’s No. 1081 and Tom Lewis of the Eafl
Chester Lodge of MMM’s No. 196, were invested as
Provincial Senior and Junior Grand Wardens respagti
(Geoff is on the left of the picture and Tom on tiggnt.)

Geoff is a retired Police Inspector, who lives iarl@ate
with his wife Lynne. He has three children and se
grandchildren. Geoff's son is also a Freemason.

Geoff joined Claughton Lodge No. 3915 in the Crift
December 1973 and is also in the Buckingham anch@im
Lodge no. 2667. He holds the rank of PPrJGW. Hass a
member of the Zion Royal Arch Chapter No. 537, hajd
the rank of of PPrGSN, and of the St. Hilary Rogseix
Chapter No. 365 — this Chapter being the only omg
Cheshire meeting in conjunction with a Mark Lodg&o
complete the picture, Geoff is also a member ofGitg of
Chester Lodge of RAM No. 953.

Tom is now retired, having previously run his owrilthng company. He lives in Farndon with his wifat, has two children and
three grandchildren. In retirement, Tom intendbudd his own house, starting this year — can’kenthe excuse of waiting for the
builder can he?!

Tom joined Clarence Craft Lodge No. 2386 in 1978 afso holds the rank of PPrJGW. He is also a neerob the Clarence
Chapter and the Provincial Grand Stewards Chapter3¥49 holding the rank of PPrGSwdBr., as wellhasCity of Chester Rose
Croix Chapter No. 945, the Cestrian Lodge of RAM W86 and he is a founder member of the Christl€onclave No. 504 of the
Order of the Secret Monitor.

Tom was also Chairman of the Board of DirectorthefFreemasons Hall (Chester) Ltd for five years.

Both of these brothers are extremely honoured, jastifiably proud to have been selected to sereeRbovince in these senior
positions,.

PGM Visits the first Daylight Mark Lodge in Cheshire

On Thursday 7th May 2009 the PGM, accompanied byDieiputy and Assistant, the Provincial DirectoCefemonies and four of
the other Acting Officers for the year, paid a wisi the Wythenshawe Lodge of MMM'’s N0.532, now tireg at Cheshire View
Christleton, to witness the advancement of WBraor@e Mann (the Provincial Senior Grand Warden ef@naft in Cheshire).

In a wonderful demonstration of the friendlinesstaf Mark degree, our Deputy Provincial Grand Mast&VBro David Alldred,
acted as Organist for the meeting and at the FeeBtard.

The Master, Brother Harry Parry, who, at the ag8lgfvery ably conducted the advancement of Brdthesnn, assisted by VWBTr
James McKeeman and WBro. Brian Rose.

(=)

The PGM expressed his hope of a second Daylighgé gerhaps being opened in the East of the Progindesuggested that it was
obvious that “Daylight Masonry” had a part to playour Masonic lives for a number of reasons. Hegratulated the Lodge for
increasing its membership from twelve to twentyefiincluding three advancements, in the short desioce its transfer to
Christleton and he wished the Lodge well for theufe. The Master then presented him with a chdqueé&532 towards the
CPMBF.
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Don’t forget to visit the Provincial website for regular updates and information.
You can also download copies of all the editions tiie “Cheshire Mark Mason”.

http://www.cheshiremarkmasons.co.uk/




Unique in Cheshire - Sixty glorious years

The cold winds of February earlier this year didhig to
deter the celebrations in Composite Mark Lodge N5 at
Stockport, which witnessed WBro. James “Jim” To
celebrate sixty years as a Mark Mason. The Proafirtgiand
Master, RWBro. Bryan R. Ogden, delivered a detalifsd
history and congratulated Jim on his achievemehtchvhe
thought to be unique in Cheshire. The birthday

completed his night at a most convivial social lbogifter the|
lodge meeting.

Bro. Jim was Advanced in a Craft Lodge, as is t&tam in
Scotland, in Lodge St. Barchan No. 156SC in 1948t a
couple of years after returning from active service
submarines in the Royal Navy's Pacific Fleet. Folltg
military service, most of Jim’s career in civvyest revolved
around sales, culminating in his appointment asesS
Director for a well know national company.

Married to Jean for fifty years, Jim has one somié&th and .
grandchildren Katie and Gemma. He enjoys a ganmgolff WBTro. Robert J. Marley presents Bro. Jim with

as well as his Freemasonry, and is a member ofkgtot a rather special single malt
Golf Club.

Bro Jim, the Mark Masons of Cheshire wish you @ell send you their hearty congratulations.

Donation Aids Restoration of Organ Case Pipes

Following an application from Hyde Chapel, Gee Gr
"4 Hyde, Cheshire, for help with the restoration & Historica

2 organ case pipes, Cheshire Provincial Mark Benexdiend
[ made a grant of £1000.00 towards the cost of
restoration.

The history of Hyde Chapel goes back to before 1Wd&n
the congregation built the first Christian placewafrship in
Hyde. A new church replaced the former buildinglB%6.
This second chapel, which houses the organ whigskite
¥ Mark Masons have helped to refurbish, is a notezhl
landmark, and is also a Grade Il, listed building.

Pictured above: Deputy Provincial Grand Master, David
Alldred with the Rev. Eric Breeze and Michael Holmes, director of . TR

The work required took quite a few weeks to congbet it was part of th¢ B
complete organ case restoration. F Tr

Srdttret b iz oo ad

An invitation was received from Michael Holmes,atitor of music at the TR T R
Chapel to attend a dedication service on Sundap 28he 2009. The -
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, along with Mrs.dkéd and members
Mark Lodges in the Hyde area were happy to att&edntorning service
during which the work on the organ was dedicatedl #twe donation from
Mark Masonry in Cheshire was acknowledged.

Pictured right: the Hyde Chapel organ pipes restored to their former
splendour

this




The Mark Barn

On Saturday 9th May 2009 the Deputy Provincial @rtaster, W. Bro.
David Alldred PGJOv opened "The Mark Barn" at Dumhislassey Scout
Camp, near Altrincham, Cheshire.

The purchase of the Barn was made possible by atidonof £4000 from
the Cheshire Provincial Mark Benevolent Fund, foe tenefit of all
aspects of the Scout movement and will be a usefidition to the
facilities for all weather activities.

The Provincial delegation were given a conductedr tof the very
impressive facilities at Dunham Park prior to tipgening ceremony which
culminated with the Lord Lieutenant and the Mayofsthree councils
officiating at various presentations.

» A
Pictured above left: WBro David Sellars, APrGM, VéBAlan Smith, WBro David Alldred, DPrGM, Karen &dury,
WBro Doug Watts, and above right, David Alldred np¢he Mark Barn

The Salmon Lunches make their Mark

— = There is no doubt we owe a lot to the former bmthof Composits

. Mark Lodge No. 1005, who founded what we now knewte annusg
Salmon Lunches. Under the watchful eyes of W.BExsig Greer
and Mike Stratton, the first such event took planeWoodford
Community Hall in 1984, a venue which was to previthe sam
delightful Sundays entertainment in June for thetn24 years
culminating this year with a move to the Manche®egby Club ir
Cheadle Hulme, where the brethren, their familied their friends
gathered in glorious sunshine to enjoy the evdrersijubilee. The

second oldest Rugby Union Club in the world, havibgen
_ established in 1861. The marquee style accommatdatiovided fof
~ our event was light and airy and will no doubt @dw be the home
the “East End” Salmon Lunch for years to come. dtganisers of th
event under the Chairmanship of WBro Keith Gould#id an
excellent job as always and we look forward to ngsdrs lunch, o
Sunday 13th June 2010, once again at the Mancheatgry Club.

W.Bro. Mike Shaw discusses the new venue with (B&P

Of course, a similar event is now in place in thesi\of the Province
under the chairmanship of WBro Graham Kyffin. Thies proved just as popular as the first event egyubttracting over 15
diners and enhanced by an equally well stockederafize table! The Sunday Lunch in the West of ithavince this year will b
held on Sunday 25th August at Neston Masonic Hall.

It is recognised that the Salmon Lunches over #ws/have been an invaluable source of fundinghf@ICPMBF, some £50,0(
having been raised in total and equally importaritig brethren and their friends and families hasen able to enjoy what is now
truly fixed social event in the Cheshire Mark Prwial Calendar.

Our thanks go to the Lodge Charity Representativesthe Salmon Lunch Organisers for their contineféoits on all our behal

Manchester Rugby Club, which proved to be a mosiagéost, is the
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but particularly on behalf of the recipients of grants from the fund.




Time for Melody

Following the very successful event in December62@e Mark Province of Cheshire is pleased toaepds event on Saturday
5th December 2009 at Chester Cathedral at 7.15p.m.

The featured artists will be Dr. Kevin Morgan afide City of Chester Male Voice Choir under the dii@n of their Director of
Music, Rodney T. Jones, their Principal Accompartiglen Everett and Deputy Conductor, Lance HoWievin Morgan will be
playing a varied programme of popular music onGaghedral Organ.

D

The Mark Province of Cheshire looks forward to wehing you at the Cathedral on the 5th December 2fa@% most enjoyabl
evening. Proceeds from this event will be donatedhe Cheshire Provincial Mark Benevolent Fund tloe benefit of th

community in Cheshire.

1%

Tickets are available from your Lodge Charity Stevar via the Secretary, priced at £8.00 per person

For more details contact David Alldred (e-mail david.alldred1@ntlworld.com or telephone 0161-428Q)

Please do support this event, which again pronigsbs a great success. A flyer for the event catidvenloaded from the website:

http://www.cheshiremarkmasons.co.uk/page2202.htm

Kevin Morgan The City of Chester Male Voice Choir

Rodney T. Jones Helen Everett Lance Howie
Director of Music Principal Accompanist Deputy Conductor




Notable Dates for Your Diary

Date Event Venue
18 September 2009 Charity Representativaaddi Middlewich MH
22 September 2009 Full Team Visit to Madioddd Mark Lodge No. 964 Macclesfield MH
29 September 2009 50th Celebration W.Bron&et Rourke, Benevolent Tl Stockport Guildhall
27 October 2009 Full Provincial TeamiMig Ashton District Tl Dukinfield MH
18 November 2009 Rivacre Mark Lodge 101érkship Meeting Ellesmere Port
08 December 2009 RAM Grand Assembly Mark Masons Hall London
14 January 2010 Royal Ark Mariner ProighGrand Assembly Christleton
20 January 2010 De Tabley RAM Lodge B&6 Lodge 50th and Full
Team Visit Knutsford MH
13 February 2010 Cheshire Mark ProvinGednd Lodge Ellesmere Port

Grand Mark Lodge Appointments and Promotions

Congratulations to the following brethren who haeeeived appointments and promotions in Grand Madge:
Promotions First Appointments

Charles John Mandleberg, Past Grand Junior Warden Peter Gordon Watkin, Assistant Grand Director ofe@®nies
Barry Worthing Travers, Grand Senior Deacon Oliver Denzil Griffiths, Past Assistant Grand Direcof

Alvine Raymond Drinkwater, Past Grand Senior Deacon Ceremonies

Benjamin Marsh Edwards, Past Grand Senior Deacon Thomas Alan Roberts, Past Assistant Grand Diredt@eremonies

Malcolm Irving Bell, Past Grand Junior Deacon Robert John Ellershaw, Past Assistant Grand Sweatd
Paul Bullows, Past Grand Junior Deacon Gerald Newton, Past Assistant Grand Standard Bearer
Anthony William Sutton, Past Grand Junior Deacon Philip Stockford, Past Assistant Grand Standard@&ea

We wish them all well with their new ranks.

From the Editorial Team

Due to heavy business commitments, one of our aggrdntributors for many years, WBro Rick Henshaas decided to st¢
down as a member of the Cheshire Mark Mason Editdigam. On behalf of the Province, and the Editofieam, we wish t
thank Rick for the many articles he has writtenjchithave been enjoyed by all our readers, and wh him well for the future.

As a result, the Team now has a vacancy for anatblenteer newshound. If you would like to join ydease contact any of t
Editorial Team (details below), and we’ll be pledse tell you more.
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Contributions

The Cheshire Mark Mason team are always grateful to receive information anghotographs relating to Mark events in the
Province. Please contact any member of the Editie@an, details below.

MARK PROVINCE OF CHESHIRE PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER
Ashcroft House RWBro. Bryan Russell Ogden
36, Clay Lane DEPUTY PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER
Timperley VWBro. David Alldred PGIO RAMGR
Altrincham ASSISTANT PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER
Cheshire WBro. David Robinson Sellers PGID RAMGR
Telephone - 0161 980 6090 The Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Cheshire

consists of 44 Lodges of Mark Master Masons

Web site: www.cheshiremarkmasons.co.uk
and 23 Lodges of Royal Ark Mariners

CMM EDITORIAL TEAM

Paul Bullows 0161 456 0053 pbullows@btinternet.com
Jonathan Clipsham 01625 433293 jon@rabbithutch.fsnet.co.uk
Fraser McCord 0161 440 9204 fraserandmorag@ntlworid.com

Brian Rose 01244 822878 brian.rose2@btinternet.com




